
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Child Abuse Prevention and Permanency Advisory Council 

Office of Adoption & Child Protection 
Executive Office of the Governor 

Membership and Contact Information 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER AREA OF REPRESENTATION 

Alan Abramowitz, JD, MPA, State Director, Office of Family Safety, 
DCF 

1317 Winewood Blvd. Building 1 Room 303, Tallahassee, Fl, 32399 
Phone: (850) 566-5670, Fax: (850) 487-0688 
Email: alan_abramowitz@dcf.state.fl.us 
Web: Web: www.state.fl.us/cf_web/ 

32.  DCF – Dept. of Children 
and Families, Office of Family 
Safety 

Andrea Raasch, LCSW, Licensed Clinical Director, Camelot 
Community Care, Inc. 

6416 Melaleuca Lane, Greenacres, FL 33463 
Phone: 561-649-0877, Fax: 561-649-8408, Personal Cell: 561-215-0250 
Email: Araasch@camelotcommunitycare.org 
Web: www.camelotcommunitycare.org/fl_services.asp 

17. Private/ public programs 
with expertise in working with 
children/ families of children 
who are sexually, physically or 
emotionally abused, abandoned 
or neglected  

Andy Hindman, Director, Faith and Community-Based Partnerships, 
Florida Department of Juvenile Justice 

2737 Centerview Dr., Suite 200, Tallahassee, FL 32311 
Phone: 850-410-2577,  Fax: 850-922-6189 
Email: andy.hindman@djj.state.fl.us 
Web: www.djj.state.fl.us 

06. DJJ – Dept. of Juvenile 
Justice 

Barbara Foster, PhD, Deputy Chief Child Advocate, 
      Office of Adoption and Child Protection, Executive Office of the 

Governor 
The Capitol, Suite 2002, Tallahassee, FL  32399-0001 
Phone: 850-921-2070, Fax: 850-921-0173 
Email: Barbara.Foster@eog.myflorida.com 
Web: www.flgov.com/adoption_abuse_prevention 
 

Christina Pacelle, Executive Program Support 
Phone: 850-921-2015 
Email:  Christina.Pacelle@eog.myflorida.com 

24.  Governor’s Office of 
Adoption and Child Protection 

Barbara Griffin, Deputy Director, Agency for Workforce Innovation
107 East Madison Street, Caldwell Building, Tallahassee, FL  32399-4120 
Phone: 850-245-7137, Fax: 850-921-3223 
Email: Barbara.Griffin@flaawi.com 
Web: www.floridajobs.org/ 

09. AWI – Agency for 
Workforce Innovation 

Bonnie Rogers, Chief of Staff, Florida Department of Corrections 
2601 Blair Stone Rd. Rm. 523, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2500 
Phone: (850) 921-0607,  850-251-0364 Fax: 850/922-2848 
Email: Rogers.bonnie@mail.dc.state.fl.us 
Web: www.dc.state.fl.us/ 
 

Barbara Buda, Assistant to Bonnie Rogers 
Phone: 850-921-0607 
Email: Buda.barbara@mail.dc.state.fl.us 

03. DOC – Dept. of 
Corrections 

Brittany Birken, PhD, Director, Office of Early Learning, Agency for 
Workforce Innovation 

107 East Madison Street, Caldwell Building, Tallahassee, FL  32399-4120 
Phone: 850-921-3198, Fax: 850- 921-3188 
Email: Brittany.Birken@flaawi.com 
Web: www.floridajobs.org/ 

33.  AWI – Agency for 
Workforce Innovation, Office 
of Early Learning 
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COUNCIL MEMBER AREA OF REPRESENTATION 

Christie Ferris, Director, Prevent Child Abuse Florida
111 N. Gadsden St., Suite 200, Tallahassee, FL 32301 
Phone: 850-921-4494 x130, Cell: 850-933-3271, Fax: 850-921-9070 
Email: cferris@ounce.org 
Web: www.ounce.org 

 
Cheryl Patterson, Staff Assistant 
Phone: 850-921-4494 

     Email:  cpatterson@ounce.org 

16. Private/ public programs 
with expertise in child abuse 
prevention programs  

Connie Shingledecker, Major, Investigative Bureau Chief, Manatee 
County Sheriff's Office 

600 Highway 301 Blvd. W., Bradenton, FL 34205 
Phone: 941-747-3011 x 2241, Fax: 941-749-5401 
Email: connie.shingledecker@manateesheriff.com 
Web: www.manateesheriff.com/ 

22. Law enforcement agencies 

Cyndee Odom, Independent Consultant
2104 Crestdale Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32308 
Phone: 850-597-8460 Cell: 850-566-7872  
Email: Cyndeeodom@comcast.net   

10. Parent with adopted child

Daniel Dawson, JD, Circuit Judge, Ninth Judicial Circuit
2 Courthouse Square, Kissimmee, Fl 34741 
Phone: 407-742-2499, Cell: 407-579-6081, Fax: 407-835-5067  
Email: ctjudd1@ocnjcc.org 
Web: www.ocnjcc.org 

23. Circuit courts 

Donna Hagan, Executive Director, Healthy Start Coalition of 
Jefferson, Madison and Taylor Counties, Inc.  

P.O. Box 568, Greenville, FL  32331 
Phone:  850-948-2741, Fax: 850-948-3072 
Email: dhagan@healthystartjmt.org 
Web: www.healthystartjmt.org 

18. Private/ public programs 
with expertise in maternal and 
infant health care 

Frances Haithcock, EdD, Chancellor K-12, Florida Department of 
Education 

325 W. Gaines St., Suite 514, Tallahassee, FL 32399 
Phone: 850-245-0509, Fax:  850-245-5036 
Email: Frances.haithcock@fldoe.org 
Web: www.fldoe.org/ 
 

Laura Rand, Assistant to Frances Haithcock 
Phone: 850-245-0755 
Email:  laura.rand@fldoe.org 

04. DOE – Dept. of Education

Georgia “Joy” Bowen, MEd, President, Florida School Boards 
Association 

2505 Fritz Lane, Tallahassee, FL 32304 
Phone: 850-575-5114, Cell: 850-694-2367, Fax: 850-414-2585 
Email: jbowen91@comcast.net 
Web: www.fsba.org/ 
 
      Karen McCurley, Assistant to the School Board  
      Phone: 850-487-7110 
      Email: mccurleyk@leonschools.net 

13. School boards 
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COUNCIL MEMBER AREA OF REPRESENTATION 

Graciela “Graci” McGillicuddy, Child Advocate & Community 
Philanthropist 

5111 Ocean Boulevard, Sarasota, FL 34242 
Phone: 941-349-6605, Cell : 941-350-0280, Fax: 941-349-1760 
Email: gmcgillicuddy41@hotmail.com 
 

Christen Flenard, Assistant to The McGillicuddys 
Phone: 941-349-2770 x221 
Email:  cflenard@sentinelfl.com 

25. Child advocate/community 
philanthropy 

Jim Kallinger, Chief Child Advocate and Director, Office of Adoption 
and Child Protection, Executive Office of the Governor 

The Capitol, Suite 2002, Tallahassee, FL  32399-0001 
Phone: 850-921-2015, Cell: 850-274-0231, Fax: 850-921-0173 
Email: Jim.kallinger@eog.myflorida.com 
Web: www.flgov.com/adoption_abuse_prevention 
 

Christina Pacelle, Executive Program Support 
Phone: 850-921-2015 
Email:  Christina.Pacelle@eog.myflorida.com 

01. Chairman/ Convener 
Executive Office of the 
Governor 

Julie Hurst, MPA, Executive Director, Emerald Coast Children’s 
Advocacy Center, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1237, Niceville, FL 32588 
Phone: 850-833-9237 x223, Cell: 850-974-8668, Fax: 850-833-9238 
Email: hurstj@eccac.gccoxmail.com 
Web: www.eccac.org/main.htm 

26. Children’s advocacy center

Ken Littlefield, Executive Director, Statewide Advocacy Council
2727 Mahan Drive, MS-57, Tallahassee, FL 32308 
Phone: 850-488-6175, Cell: 813-713-2259, Fax: 850-922-5312 
Email: Ken.Littlefield@myflorida.gov 
Web: www.dms.myflorida.com/fsac 

14. Local advocacy councils 

Leonel “Leo” Mesa, Jr., PsyD, LMHC, President/CEO, Reflections
Wellness Center 

5753 Miami Lakes Dr. E., Miami Lakes, FL 33014 
Phone: 305-403-0006, Cell: 786-208-4831, Fax: 305-403-0007 
Email: drleo@rwcmiami.com 
Web: www.reflectionswellnesscenter.com 

11. Community mental health 
centers  

Lilli Copp, Director, Head Start State Collaboration Office
600 S. Calhoun St., Suite 202, Tallahassee, FL 32399-0240 
Phone: 850-921-3467, Cell:  850-274-2785, Fax: 850-488-7099 
Personal Cell: 904-710-4589 
Email: lilli.copp@flaawi.com 
Web: www.floridaheadstart.org 
 

Toshiba Griffin, Administrative Assistant 
Phone:  850-921-3481 
Email: toshiba.griffin@flaawi.com 

20. Child day care centers: 
Federal/State representation 

Mac McCoy, Operations Officer, Agency for Persons with Disabilities
4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 380, Tallahassee, FL 32399 
Phone: 850-414-9247, Fax: 850-410-0452 
Email: mac_mccoy@apd.state.fl.us 
Web: www.apd.myflorida.com/ 
 

Ronald Drake, Administrative Assistant 
Phone:  850-414-9247 

      Email: Ronald_Drake@apd.state.fl.us 

08. APD – Agency for Persons 
with Disabilities 
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COUNCIL MEMBER AREA OF REPRESENTATION 

Marilyn “Bunny” Finney, Chairman, Brevard Children’s Services 
Council and Member, Brevard County Children’s Cabinet, Brevard 
County Community Alliance, and the Brevard County Charter 
Review Commission 

436 Magnolia Ave., Merritt Island, FL 32952 
Phone: 321-453-3063, Cell: 321-258-3121, Fax: 321-453-3030  
Email: mjfinney@aol.com 
 

Ian Golden, Brevard County – Dept. of Housing and Human 
Services 

Phone: 321-633-2007 
Email: Ian.Golden@brevardcounty.us 

27. Community Alliance 

Mark Perlman, MA, Founder and President, Center for Growth and 
Development 

3277 D Fruitville Road #1, Sarasota, FL 34237 
Phone: 941-953-9556 
Toll Free:  888-390-1119, Cell: 941-321-8048, Fax: 941-953-9552 
Email: mcperl@verizon.net 
Web: www.nurturingfathers.com 

19. Multi-disciplinary child 
protection teams 

Michael “Mike” Haney, PhD, NCC, LMHC, Division Director for 
Prevention and Intervention, Children's Medical Services, Florida 
Department of Health 

4052 Bald Cypress Way, BIN A06, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1707 
Phone: 850-245-4217, Cell: 850-933-6915, Fax: 850-414-7350 
Email: mike_haney@doh.state.fl.us 
Web: www.doh.state.fl.us/ 

 
Stephenie Gordy, Administrative Assistant II  
Phone: 850-245-4223 
Email: Stehpenie_gordy@doh.state.fl.us 

05. DOH – Dept. of Health

Nancy Crawford, Executive Director, Kids House of Seminole, Inc.
     Children’s Advocacy Center 
5467 North Ronald Reagan Blvd., Sanford, FL  32773 
Phone: 407-324-3036 x250, Cell:  407-474-3763, Fax: 407-324-3045 
Email: Crawford@kidshouse.org 
Web: www.kidshouse.org 

28. Local children’s cabinet 

Patricia “Trish” Nellius-Guthrie, PhD, CEO, Community Based 
Care of Brevard, Inc. 

760 North Drive, Suite A, Melbourne, FL 32934 
Phone: 321-752-4650, Phone:  321-752-4560 x2002 
Toll Free: 888-227-3709, Fax: 321-752-3188 
Email: Patricia.Nellius@cbcbrevard.org 
Web: www.cbcbrevard.org 
 

Cyndi Hernandez, Executive Assistant 
Email: Cyndi.Hernandez@cbcbrevard.org 

15. Community-based care lead 
agencies 

Pete Digre, DMin, MSW, MPA, Assistant Secretary for Operations, 
Florida Department of Children and Families 

1317 Winewood Blvd. Bldg. 1, Rm. 201G, Tallahassee, FL 32399-0700 
Phone: 850-410-5283, Cell: 850-228-5473, Fax: 850-922-4996 
Email: pete_digre@dcf.state.fl.us 
Web: www.state.fl.us/cf_web/ 
 

Gail Sinclair, Assistant to Pete Digre 
Phone: 850-413-7303 
Email: Gail_sinclair@dcf.state.fl.us 

02. DCF – Dept. of Children 
and Families 
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COUNCIL MEMBER AREA OF REPRESENTATION 

Peter A. Gorski, MD, MPA, Director of Research and Innovation, 
Children’s Board of Hillsborough County 
Professor of Public Health, Pediatrics and Psychiatry, USF 

1002 East Palm Avenue, Tampa, FL 33605 
Phone: 813-204-1701, Fax: 813-228-8122 
Email: pgorski@childrensboard.org 
Web: www.childrensboard.org 
 

Pat Lewis, Assistant to Peter Gorski 
Phone:  813-204-1739 
Email:  plewis@childrensboard.org 

29. Medical doctor, university 
researcher, children’s services 
council 

Sandy Neidert, MSW, Senior Court Operations Consultant, Office of 
the State Court Administrator, Office of Court Improvement, Florida 
State Courts 

Supreme Court Building 
500 South Duval Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1900 
Phone:  850-487-4423, General Office: 850-922-5081, Fax: 850-414-1505 
Email: NeidertS@flcourts.org 
Web: www.flcourts.org 

30. State court administration

Sheila Hopkins, Associate Director for Social Concerns/ Respect Life, 
Florida Catholic Conference. 

201 West Park Avenue, Tallahassee, FL  32301 
Phone: 850-205-6826 (direct), Cell: 850-339-0075, Fax: 850-205-6851 
Email: shopkins@flacathconf.org 
Web: www.flacathconf.org 

31.  Florida Faith-Based and 
Community-Based Advisory 
Council 

Suzanne Gellens, MS, Executive Director, Florida Association for the 
Education of Young Children 

3026 W. Main St., Tampa, FL 33607 
Phone: 813-878-9973, Toll Free: 866-322-6335, Fax: 813-878-9978 
Email: sgellens@flaeyc.org 
Web: www.flaeyc.org 

21. Child day care centers: 
FLAEYC representation 

Terry Thomas, Special Agent, Crimes Against Children Unit, Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement 

P.O. Box 1489, Tallahassee, FL 32302 
Phone: 850-410-8369, Fax: 850-410-8744 
Email: terrythomas@fdle.state.fl.us 
Web: www.fdle.state.fl.us/ 

07. DLE – Dept. of Law 
Enforcement 

Theresa Flury, JD, Executive Director, Statewide Guardian ad Litem 
Office 

600 South Calhoun, Suite. 273-A, Tallahassee, FL 32399 
Phone: 850-922-7213, Cell: 850-274-1009, Fax: 850-922-7211 
Email: Theresa.flury@gal.fl.gov 
Web: www.guardianadlitem.org/ 
 

Kelly Razzano, Executive Administrative Assistant 
Phone: 850-922-7213 
Email: Kelly.Razzano@gal.fl.gov 

12. Guardian ad Litem 
programs 

 
Note:  The following Child Abuse Prevention and Permanency Advisory Council members also served on The 
Florida Interprogram Task Force developing and/or monitoring implementation of Florida’s State Plan for 
the Prevention of Child Abuse, Abandonment, and Neglect:  July 2005 through June 2010. 

• Bunny Finney, Community Alliance of Brevard County 
• Cassandra Jenkins, Prevention and Victim Services, FL Department of Juvenile Justice 
• Christie Ferris, Prevent Child Abuse Florida, Ounce of Prevention Fund of Florida 
• Cyndee Odom, formerly Strengthening Families Initiative, FL Department of Children and Families 
• Lilli Copp, Head Start State Collaboration Office 
• Terry Thomas, Crimes Against Children, FL Department of Law Enforcement 


