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Appendix D

This passage talks of “material proposed for discharge” and “unacceptable adverse impact”,
“exclusionary criteria” and “bioassay.”

Would it not be simpler to say that two areas of federal law cover testing of dredged
material? The Clean Water Act requires testing if there is reason to believe the local
environment will be harmed. The Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act also
prescribes testing, but provides exceptions.

Choose the simpler synonym
Surround complex ideas with short, common words. For example, use end instead of

terminate, explain rather than elucidate, and use instead of utilize. When a shorter, simpler
synonym exists, use it.

Conclusion

Hopefully, this guide will be of use in evaluating current agency communications and
establishing guidelines and criteria for such interaction in the future. Again, it should be
remembered that oral communication is equally important and these guidelines should apply to
interactions with the citizens whether in the field, in our agencies, or at public gatherings.
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